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tate officials have encouraged 

Iowans to think big 

and well outside the box 

in the pursuit of being named 
one of three Great Places. 
That s what Sioux Cityans have done, as evidenced 

by the city s sole Great Places entry 

that will be heard Wednesday. 
How big? The local people involved are envisioning 

a greatly reworked entrance to the 
riverfront and downtown area, making for a 

more appealing first look featuring a new museum, 

riverwalk area and pedestrian bridges, 

overwhelmingly in terra cotta architecture 
tying in many of the historic buildings downtown. 

All the portions, including planned work by 
the Iowa Department of Transportation worth 

$150 million to rework the Gordon Drive 
viaduct and Interstate 29 interchanges by 

2012, would total $225 million. 
Even when the governmental transportation 

monies are taken out of the equation, the 

Great Places plan could result in about $75 
million worth of improvements within roughly 
eight years. 

Pie in the sky or too big? Not considering 

that over the last decade, $369 million in public 

and private funds have been spent in the 

city on an events center, flood control project, 

casino expansion, marina, interpretative center 
and the like, said Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 

president Debi Durham. 
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pheum Theatre. 

A few particulars rem 

in essence the proposal, 

which has the 

input of about 75 people 

from diverse Sioux 
City organizations, 

Durham said, would 
transform the connected 

downtown, 

riverfront and former 

stockyards area. 
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Growth organization, 
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very visionary, thinking 
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[ transformation of 

the stockyards channel  a makeover with 
trails, pedestrian bridges, landscaping and an 

interpretive park. It is a bit of a stretch, but 

with money we could make it happei 
Durham said. 

Elsewhere in the yards area, the empty lCD 
Station could be demolished, roughly at a 

pricetag of $3 million. Other Great Placeposal 
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One crucial component, 
Briar Cliff University 

president Bev Wharton said, is $1.5 
million in public investment for a signature 

bridge with terra cotta architecture. There is 

no way to easily walk to the riverfront from 

downtown, something that should be rectified, 
Kelly said. The bridge would be hooked in 

with the 1-29 reworking, and open access to 

the riverfront. If possible, he said, Pierce and 

Nebraska streets could be extended south of 
Gordon Drive to reach the riverfront. 
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Under the Sioux City riverfront/downtown Great Places proposal, the exist ng Floyd Boulevard Local Foods Market would undergo a renovation 
as pictured in this rendering. 
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Great Places 

Some of the money is already 

anticipated in city and other 

governmental budgets, but 

much remains to be pinpointed, 

whether from private or public 

sources. 

Other Northwest Iowa entities 

having put forth Great 

Places proposals by the July 1 

deadline were Cherokee 

County, Denison, downtown 

Sioux Center, Sioux CenterÒs 

Heritage Village, Greater Estherville 

area, Great Waters and 

Great Prairies of Clay and 

Dickinson Counties, Lake 
View, the Loess Hills, Ida 

Grove, OÒBrien County, Sanborn, 

born, Spirit Lake and Storm 

Lake. Initially, the Floyd food 

market had its own proposal, 

but that ultimately was wrapped 
into the downtown/riverfront 

entry. 

Durham was holding out 

hope the Sioux City entrance 

proposal would fare well with 

Great Places board members 
making a decision by October. 

ÓThis community has proven it 

does well in a competitive 

process,Ô Durham said. 

Same for Wharton, who will 

present the proposal with 

Nathan Kalaher Wednesday. 
ÓWe emphasized our track 

record,Ô Wharton said. ÓAs a 

community, we have been visionary.Ô 

Even if the proposal isnÒt 
picked as a Great Place finalist, 

Durham said, some great plans 

for the future will be aired. ÓIt 

has put us all on the same page 

as to this is what we see for 

this place,Ô she said. ÓAnd that 

hasnÒt ever happened.Ô 

Bret Hayworth may be 

reached at (712) 2 or 

brethayworth @ siouxcityjourna/.com 
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